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THE BIG MUDDY 

LOCAL SPOTLIGHT 

US 36 Highway Treasure Hunt 

 

The U.S. Highway Association has been 

in operation more than a 100 years and 

currently boasts over 500 due-paying 

members. The original vision of the   

association was for U.S. 36 to become a 

four lane freeway or an expressway. 

However, now the Association hosts an 

annual Treasure Hunt that spans 13   

counties across the north of Kansas.  

 

Read more on page 2  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

St. Joseph Bike Share 

 

The Pony Express Bike Share is a bike 

share system which will be modeled on the 

Manhattan, KS system (Green Apple 

Bikes) and will be completely free to   

users. Bike shares have become common 

in many communities and have proven to 

be an innovative transportation alternative. 

The tentative launch date is April 2017, 

pending any severe weather. 

 

Read more on page 5  

INNOVATION NATIONWIDE 

Uberôs Self-Driving Cars 

 

Whether next year or fifteen years from 

now, many expect to see autonomous 

vehicles on their local roads, considering 

it just another advancement in the       

automobile. As the technology develops 

and evolves it may be necessary for local 

municipalities to begin considering how 

they will want to address the potential 

impacts of autonomous vehicles. 

 

Read more on page 4  

HELLO! 

Welcome to the First Issue of The Big Muddy 

The St. Joseph Area Study Organization (SJATSO) is a 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). A MPO is a 

federally required organization that ensures transportation 

planning is cooperative, continuing and comprehensive 

across the metro area. SJATSO includes the cities of St. 

Joseph, Savannah, Elwood, Wathena, and the Village of 

Country Club as well as  parts of Andrew, Doniphan and 

Buchanan Counties. 

ON PAGE 3 

Current Transportation Legislation  

State sessions opened January 4th and already several            

transportation bills have been proposed. What can we look 

forward to in the coming year? 
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BLUEPRINT GRANT 

In early October SJATSO 

applied through the       

Northwest Coalition for 

Roadway Safetyôs annual 

grant funding. The purpose 

of the grant is to promote 

roadway safety within     

MoDOTôs NW District. 

Safety ideas can be found in 

the Blueprint Doctrine     

located on the Arrive Alive 

website http://s3-us-west-

2.amazonaws.com/modot-

pdfs/Blueprint_2016-

2020.pdf. The MPO applied 

for two separate grants this 

year: one for safety supplies 

and another for educational 

adds . SJATSO participates 

in these events annually. 

TRANSPORTATION        

ALTERNATIVES            

PROGRAM (TAP) 

The City of St. Joseph received 

Transportation Alternatives 

Program funding for  a new 

section of the Patee Trail 

Branch Phase 2 . The newest 

section of the Patee Trail will  

span from Mitchell Avenue to 

36th St. as part of the           

rails to trail system.  The trail 

will connect the neighborhoods 

of Noyes/Messanie to 22nd 

Street  linking both Mark 

Twain Grade School, Truman 

Middle School and Central 

High School. The total grant  

awarded is $232,000 which 

covers the second phase of the 

trail.    

FUNDING UPDATES 
Recently Awarded Grants 

The Treasure Hunt has been an annual 

event for 12 years and is always held the 

third weekend in September. This yearôs 

event is September 15-17th and includes  

 

 

37 towns in Kansas along U.S. 36      

highway. Event organizers like to suggest 

exploring  US 36 Hwy to find out why 

Abraham Lincoln made the statement 

after visiting  Elwood and Troy, Kansas  

in 1859: ñIf I went west, I think Iôd go to 

Kansas.ò  

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED 

The U.S. 36 association is always        

accepting new members and you can find 

more information on the website at http://

www.ushwy36.com/index.html. The    

association is aimed at uniting all      

members of local government, chambers, 

and economic development in the 13 

counties that U.S. 36 crosses.  

 

The Secretary and Marketing                

Representative, Christiane Cole, can be      

contacted with questions at (785) 282-

3548. Be sure to check out the website and 

join the Treasure Hunt this September!  

LOCAL SPOTLIGHT 
US 36 Treasure Hunt 
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 ñIf I went west, I think 

Iôd go to Kansas.ò  
Abraham Lincoln 

BOOSTING TOURISM & TRAVEL 

The Treasure Hunt is intended to      

encourage tourism along U.S. 36    

highway. For three days in September 

the event draws in more then 50,000 

people from the four surrounding states 

and places as far as California and    

Louisiana. Participants in the Treasure 

Hunt travel along U.S. 36 to shop    

garage sales and search for antiques. 

  

The association has three objectives:  

¶ To promote travel on U.S. 36 

¶ To seek general improvements of 

the Highway, and 

¶ To promote the economic well-

being of the communities and  

businesses along its route  

Photo: What is left of a former rail bridge will be             

repurposed for the newest section of the Patee Trail. Photo 

courtesy of St. Joseph Public Works. 

http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/modot-pdfs/Blueprint_2016-2020.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/modot-pdfs/Blueprint_2016-2020.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/modot-pdfs/Blueprint_2016-2020.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/modot-pdfs/Blueprint_2016-2020.pdf
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CURRENT TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATION 
Sneak Peak of the First Bills and Resolutions Introduced in 2017 

MISSOURI 

HOUSE BILL 26 

Requires the department of  revenue to 

offer a three-year motor vehicle       

registration option for certain vehicles 

newer than ten years old. 

 

HOUSEBILL 107 

Establishes "Toby's Law," which     

requires any person who has pled guilty 

to or been found guilty of driving while 

intoxicated to complete a victim impact 

program approved by the court. 

 

HOUSE BILL 108 

Authorizes the highways and            

transportation commission to          

promulgate administrative rules to im-

plement a connected vehicle technology 

testing program. 

 

HOUSE BILL 130 

Establishes a regulatory system for 

transportation network companies. 

 

HOUSE BILL  235 

Specifies that only motorcycle riders 

under the age of eighteen operating with 

a  motorcycle training permit shall wear 

a helmet and requires all other riders 

who wish to ride without a helmet to 

show proof of health insurance. 

 

HOUSE BILL 284 

Prohibits anyone from using a         

hand-held electronic wireless           

communication device while driving 

unless the device is equipped for     

hands-free operation and is being used 

in that manner. 

 

HOUSE BILL 293 

Establishes the Fair Fare Passenger  

 

Safety Act that prohibits any person   

operating a motor vehicle for  

compensation from using a hand-held 

wireless device. 

 

HOUSE BILL 312 

Restricts the use of handheld               

communications devices while driving 

unless the device is equipped for        

hands-free operation and is being used in 

that manner.  

 

KANSAS 

HOUSE BILL 2033 

Speed limit increase when passing on two 

lane highways. 

 

HOUSE BILL 2040 

Amending which convictions are counted 

for driving while license is canceled,  

suspended or revoked. 

 

HOUSE BILL 2157 

Creating the seat belt safety fund and   

increasing the fine for adult seat belt   

violations. 

 

HOUSE BILL 2242  

Excepting certain vehicles from gross 

weight limits on wheels and axles. 

 

HOUSE BILL 2249 

Enacting the transportation network   

company driver and passenger protection 

act. 

 

HOUSE BILL 2522 

Concerning the division of vehicles;   

relating to driverôs licenses and          

identification cards, renewal, use of facial 

imaging; application for motorized      

bicycle license; examinations,             

three-wheeled motorcycles. 

HOUSE BILL 2255 

Prohibiting the Secretary of              

Transportation from entering             

agreements or issuing bonds after           

December 31, 2014, for the                       

transportation revolving fund and the 

communication systems  revolving fund; 

repealing the intermodal transportation 

revolving fund. 

 

HOUSE BILL 2528 

Increasing motor fuels tax by $.05. 

 

NATIONAL 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 5394 

Transportation, Housing and Urban    

Development, and Related Agencies   

Appropriations Act 2017. 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 13 

Expressing the sense of the House of 

Representatives that the Transportation 

Security Administration should, in    

accordance with existing law, enhance 

security against terrorist attach and other 

security threats to our Nation's rail and 

mass transit systems  and other modes 

of surface transportation; and for other 

purposes.  

 

  
For more details on Missouri State       
Legislation visit: http://moga.mo.gov/ 
 

For more details on Kansas State          

Legislation visit: http://kslegislature. 

org/li/b2017_18/measures/bills/ 

 

For more details on National           

Legislation visit: https://

www.congress.gov  
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Uberôs new fleet of self driving cars 

come with an impressive amount of        

technology that equips the vehicles to 

navigate, including: 

¶ Top mounted LiDAR beams with 

1.4 million laser points per second 

to create a 3D map of the carôs   

surroundings 

¶ A colored camera that puts liDAR 

map into color so the car can see 

traffic light changes 

¶ LiDAR modules on the front, rear 

and sides help  detect obstacles in 

blind spots 

¶ 20 cameras looking for braking  

vehicles, pedestrians and other   

obstacles 

¶ Antennae on the roof rack that let 

the car position itself vis GPS 

¶ A cooling system in the car  that 

makes sure everything runs without     

overheating 

HOW DOES IT WORK? INNOVATION NATIONWIDE 
Uberôs Self-Driving Cars 

Photo: Uberôs fleet of self driving cars with LiDAR equipment mounted to the hood. Photo courtesy of The New Yorker. 
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UBERôS MODEL 

Uber first began six and a half years ago, 

starting with the simple idea of splitting 

the costs of a driver. Since then Uber has 

expanded across urbanized America. 

Uber allows anyone who has the app to 

hail a ride and split the cost all through 

the app which contacts any of its         

registered drivers within the area.  

 

Uber boasts benefits such as providing 

economic development for areas with 

higher rates of unemployment,               

transportation that covers every mile, the 

ability to ride share and curb drunk  

driving. Additionally, Uber announced 

this year that it will soon be making 

Movement, its website that tracts Uber 

trips across cities and aggregates the 

data, publicly available. While many 

have reacted negatively to Uberôs    

model, most notably existing taxi      

services and citizens concerned about 

the safety of drivers who are loosely 

regulated, there are pieces of the model  

that may prove useful to transportation 

planners across the country. 

 

ADDING SELF-DRIVING CARS 

Uber is now attempting to couple their 

model with the concept of autonomous 

vehicles, and have created a fleet of    

self-driving Uber vehicles. This concept 

has sparked a wide range of public    

interest as well as backlash. California is 

one of the first states that has banned 

Uberôs self-driving cars.  

Many cities still do not host regular  

Uber service, with some even going as 

far as to suspend operations or ban it 

altogether. This combined with the fact 

that only about half of all states in the 

country having introduced legislation 

related to autonomous vehicles will   

considerably slow Uberôs new initiative. 

No matter where you stand on this 

though, Uber is demonstrating how  

rapidly the automobile, an iconic symbol 

of the American transportation system, 

is changing. 

 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
St. Joseph Bike Share 
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HOW IT WORKS 

Bike share systems allow any           

community member to pick up a bike 

from a designated rack, use it for up to 

four hours, and return it to any Pony 

Express bike rack. This sort of system is 

ideal for people who need to travel 

shorter distances such as picking up  

groceries or dropping off mail. It can, 

however, be used in conjunction with 

the city bus system by using the bike 

racks attached to the bus, allowing    

people to travel farther distances. The 

Pony Express Bike Share is funded by a 

grant, which was awarded to and will be 

operated by the St. Joseph Health     

Department. SJATSOôs standing Bike 

and Pedestrian Committee and staff will 

help get the program up and running 

until a working group can be created. 

Future funding will be sponsor driven, 

with add space on the bikes available to 

local businesses. 

 

CHALLENGES AND BENEFITS 

All transportation systems face         

challenges, and it is important that    

communities know to anticipate them. 

For bike share systems the possibilities 

of theft and vandalism, regular      

maintenance, and unpredictable weather 

are concerns many communities  

consider. In these instances the Pony 

Express Bike Share will provide avenues 

for citizens to report stolen or damaged 

bikes, work with local auto body shops 

and scrapyards to ensure bikes arenôt 

sold, rely on several volunteer groups 

and specialists for maintenance, and 

have a reduced fleet during winter 

months to guard against the effects of 

weather. While the challenges may seem        

burdensome, many communities have 

decided the benefits outweigh the    

challenges. Benefits include increased 

mobility, physical activity, and positive 

community image. As well, many bike 

share systems are a low-cost             

transportation alternative that can help 

boost small business exposure and    

economic growth. Bike share programs 

can also be used in conjunction with 

public transit systems, reducing        

congestion and improving air quality.  

 

YOUR COMMUNITY 

Interested in learning how a bike share 

system could fit your community?   

Contact SJATSO for more  information 

on how to tailor this program to your 

city, identify funding and get the       

program up and running. Or ask about 

the Pony Express Program Manual for 

project details! 

 

GET INVOLVED 

This program relies heavily on      

volunteers of all kinds. They will need 

volunteers that can collect bikes     

periodically, perform basic        

maintenance, organize volunteers, and 

contact sponsors.  Contact the St.  

Joseph Health Department for more 

information on how you can            

contribute! 

Photos top to bottom: System bike 

rack, signage, volunteer repairing 

bike and a google map with all system 

bike racks. Photos courtesy of Green 

Apple Bikes. 

 

SPONSOR 

Pony Express Bike Share is looking 

for sponsors who would like to      

support this program. Sponsors can 

choose bike rack locations and will be 

given add space on the bikes.  

For more details contact: 

Nancy Taylor 

ntaylor@stjoemo.org 
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